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E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PEPR, MY, US 

SUB J : SEC COMPLAINT AGAINST PAGE AIRWAYS 

REF : A) KUALA LUMPUR 5451, B) KUALA LUMPUR 3190 

1 . THE INVOLVEMENT OF SABAH CHIEF MINISTER HARRIS SALLEH IN THE 
SEC COMPLAINT AGAINST PAGE AIRWAYS HAS SURFACED AGAIN, THIS 
TIME IN AN ARTICLE IN THE AUG 21 INTERNATINAL EDITION OF TIME 
MAG AZIN, WHICH MENTIONED HARRIS ONLY IN PASSING, AND A SEPT 

1 1 ARTICLE IN THE BRUNEI-BASED BORNEO BULLETIN. THE BORNEO 
BULLETIN ARTICLE NOTED THAT HARRIS HAS ADDED TIME TO THE LIST 
OF PUBLICATIONS HE IS TAKING LEGAL ACTION AGAINST FOR IMPLYING 
THAT HE RECEIVED CORRUP PAYMENTS. THE ARTICLE SAID THAT HARRIS’ 
LAWYERS ARE PREPARING CASES AGAINST THE ASIAN WALT. STREET 
JOURNAL, THE STAR IN MALAYSIA, THE NEW NATION IN SINGAPORE, AND 
TIME, THAT THEY ARE INVESTIGATING HOW THE ALLEGATIONS CAME TO 
BE MADE AND THAT THEY HAD EVEN BEEN TO THE U.S. TO COLLECT 
INFORMATION. THE BORNEO BULLETIN ARTICLE REITERATED HARRIS’ 
CLAIM THAT HE HE IS INNOCENT OF WRONGDOING IN THESABAH 
GOVERNMENT DEALINGS WITH PAGE AND SAID THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE 
SUITS AGAINST THE PRESS IS TO "CLEAR HIS NAME." 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUALA 09800 140631Z 

2. THE PAGE CASE HAS PRETTY MUCH STAYED OUT OF THE MALAYSIAN 
PRESS PER SE SINCE IT FIRST BROKE, BUT THE BORNEO BULLETIN IS 
WIDELY CIRCULATED IN THE COUNTRY, ESPECIALLY IN SABAH AND 
SARAWAK. EXCEPT FOR A GRIFF MENTION BY THE DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
PARTY LEADER LIM KIT SIANG DURING THE ELECTION, HARRIS’ 

POLITICAL ENEMIES HAVE REFRAINED FROM USING THE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST HIM. IT IS WIDELY RUMORED, THOUGH, THAT HARRIS IS UNDER 
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INVESTIGATION BY THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (NBI) 
FOR CORRUPTION, AND THE PAGE CHARGES MAY BE PART OF THE NBI 
DOSSIER. 

MILLER 
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